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UM STUDENT NAMED TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP FINALIST 
MISSOULA—
' A University of Montana-Missoula student has been named a finalist for a 1998 Truman 
Scholarship.
Diana Kovacich, a senior philosophy major, is one of 229 students from colleges and 
universities across the nation competing for 75 scholarships to be awarded this semester. Each 
scholarship provides up to $30,000 -  $3,000 for the senior year and $27,000 for two or three years 
of graduate study.
Kovacich, a 1994 graduate of Colstrip High School, is the daughter of Jack and Mary Ann 
Kovacich of Lakeside. She will learn if she wins one of the prestigious scholarships in mid-April.
Winners are elected on the basis of leadership potential, intellectual ability and potential to 
make a difference. The Truman Scholarship Foundation, established by Congress in 1975 to honor 
the 33rd president, awards scholarships to college students to attend graduate school in preparation 
for careers in government or other public service. The foundation is supported by a special U.S. 
Treasury trust fund. There have been 1,787 Truman scholars named since 1977.
The 229 finalists for this year’s scholarships were selected from among 676 candidates 
nominated by 353 colleges and universities. Finalists were selected by an 18-member committee 
composed of senior officials from academia or public service and by former Truman Scholarship 
recipients. Finalists are selected largely on the basis of leadership abilities, academic performance
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and potential, community service records and demonstrated commitment to public service.
Truman Scholarship winners will assemble May 24 for a week-long leadership development 
program at William Jewell College in Liberty, Mo., and receive their awards in a special ceremony 
at the Harry S. Truman Library in Independence, Mo., on May 31.
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